[HBs-antigen determination during pregnancy with reference to prevention of a postnatal infection in the newborn infant].
In 1980 and 1981 the blood samples of 2040 pregnant women from the Department of Obstetrics of the University Hospital of Cologne have been examined for HBs-antigen. In 37 samples (1.8%) HBs-antigen was detected. As there are considerable racial as well as geographic differences in the frequency of HBs-antigenemia, we differentiated between German and foreign women. In 10 out of 1519 (0.7%) German and in 27 out of 521 (5.2%) foreign women, respectively, HBs-antigen could be demonstrated. Only 1 woman was known to be HBs-antigen positive. Until now, 38 children have been born in the University Hospital to 33 HBs-antigen-positive mothers. After birth, 35 children received hepatitis B immune globulin (HBIG). So far, none of these immunised children exhibited signs of a hepatitis B infection--22 children have been followed up 5-19 months, and 13 children 1-4 months. Three newborns did not receive HBIG: One child was already infected at time of birth, the 2 other children were erroneously not given HBIG. One of these 2 children fell ill at the age of 5 months with clinical and serological manifestations of hepatitis B, the other child appears healthy up to date (11 weeks).